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“The Mission of the Palm Harbor Community Services Agency, Inc. is to develop, provide and promote educational and recreational activities that 

support and improve the quality of life for all residents of the greater Palm Harbor area.” 

 

 
Special Board Meeting Minutes 

5:30PM Sept 7, 2023 

Meeting Location: East Lake Library 

 

1. Opening by Phil Phillips, Chair  

• Meeting called to order at 6:30 PM 

• Pledge of Allegiance to US Flag was completed 

• Meeting was noticed. 

 

2.  Roll Call 

Board Members Present:  

☒ Bill Mazurek ☒ Sandy Faulkner ☒ Scott Papes  ☒ Phil Phillips 

☐ Ron Schultz  ☒ Jenny Goad ☒ Phillip Wagner ☒ Dan Wendol 

☒Quorum attended 

Excused Absence: 

Notes:  

Directors Present:  

☐ Gene Coppola – PHL ☒ Lois Eanel – ELL ☐ Erica Lynford – PH  ☐ Mark Sanders - ELR 

Others Present:   

☐David Eggers  ☐ Nancy McKibbon ☒ Andy Salzman   ☒ Deborah Griswold 

See attached sign-in for guests 

Notes: 

 

3. Introductions and Announcements: 

 + This is a special meeting called to discuss specific items regarding the handling of the recent 

situation involving the PRIDE month display at the Palm Harbor Library and resignation of former 

Library Director Gene Coppola 

 +This is not the usual business meeting; therefore entity reports and the usual agenda topics will 

not be addressed tonight 

 +Barbara Mellen submitted a comment to be read (attached); she was able to attend so read it 

aloud at the meeting  

 

Chairman Phil Phillps turned the running of the meeting over the Vice Chair Sandy Faulkner 

          

4. Agency Items 

a. Special Meeting topic per August 16 meeting minutes 

i. Determine if there was a violation of the bylaws by the Chairman of the Board 

during the Palm Harbor Library PRIDE display situation 

ii. Review interaction between PHCSA Board members and entity Directors, 

including communication and decision making as well as the role of the Chairman 

in conducting business on behalf of the Board 
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iii. Review of the Bylaws as they relate to these specific issues 

 

+Item (i):  Discussion ensued regarding this item with most members of Board sharing 

opinions: 

 -Andy Salzer stated regarding the occurrences and felt asking about and passing along 

information to the Director was not interfering with the activities of director. Andy was present 

for much of the interaction with Director Copplola 

 -Sections of the Bylaws and PHCSA charter were referred to in assisting Board in trying 

to determine relevance to points stated above 

 -An slightly elevated interaction occurred between Andy and board member Bill 

Mazurek which was quickly quelled, and Bill stated he had no more questions at that time. 

 -Chairman Phillips the restated his timeline to Board of the points of contact with 

Director Coppola as was submitted to the Board prior in writing as well; specifically stated that 

Director Coppola was never told what to do in managing PHLibrary 

 -Andy affirmed that statement as he was also present the meeting in question 

 -Andy further stated that Directior Coppola originally reached out to him to ask about the 

PRIDE display situation after Comm Latvala had apparently made comments and postings 

 -Board asked if this type of communication is an issue what as a Board should we do in 

the future 

 -Dan Wendol stated he felt that Chairman Phillips had made 3 specific bylaw violations: 

  1> Phillips in the past had told Lois Eanel of the East Lake Library: who had an 

emergency issue and needed to fix a roof leak ASAP=cost $10,000; to split the bill into 2 parts to 

get it done without prior Board approval as the expenditure amount would then be under the 

$5000 approval required 

  2> Regarding and issue between PHRec and HR where a letter was written to the 

Board but was not on the agenda for discussion; allegedly Chairman Phillips stated at the end of 

the meeting that he would handle it 

  3> The interactions with Director Coppola regarding the PRIDE display, Dand 

Wendol felt was a violation of interfering in the Directors day-to-day activities 

 -Discussed actual ordinance and bylaws in regard to powers given to PHCSA vs COUnty 

retained and where the line is 

 -Sandy Faulkner stated all discussions with Directors should be at Public PHCSA 

meetings 

 -Extensive discussion progressed regarding the handling of information and contact with 

the Directors as it relates to the PHCSA Board members 

 -Phil Wagner stated that we need to stick to the specific agenda items for this meeting 

and that Dan Wendols items 1 & 2 should be separated out for a different time. 

 

MOTION: Dan Wendol motioned that Chairman Phillips violated the Bylaws regarding his 

interaction with Director Coppola regarding the PRIDE display 

SECOND: Bill Mazurek 

RESULT : DID NOT PASS:   Wendol & Mazurek = YES; ALL OTHERS = NO 

 

MOTION: Dan Wendol motioned that PHCSA Board draft a letter to Tampa Bay Times 

requesting retraction and corrections to their article regarding this issue and notify community 

about such 

SECOND: Phil Phillips 

RESULT: APPROVED  (Dan volunteered to draft letter for Board approval) 

 

Jenny Goad requested permission to speak to Directors and get their opinion regarding to what 

extent and when they would like to see the PHCSA Board being involved. 
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MOTION: Scott Papes motioned that Jenny Goad with Ron Walker (PHCSA Liaison) can 

discuss with Directors to get their input and wishes for PHCSA interactions 

SECOND: Bill Mazurek 

RESULT: APPROVED 

 

PHCSA Retreat Date set: Oct 28, 2023 @ TBD from 9:00AM to 1:00PM 

Priority items for Retreat include further discussion regarding PHCSA interaction with Entities 

 

Dan Wendol asked about the proper procedure to get items added to the PHCSA agenda; all 

items should be sent to Deb Griswold and she will make sure they are added to agenda 

 

12.  Adjournment @ 8:05 PM 

MOTION:  Scott Papes motioned to adjourn 

SECOND:  Jenny Goad 

RESULT:  Carried 
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